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Conservation Program in NJ 

▪ 1937 1st legislation passed in response to Federal Soil 
Conservation Law

▪ State Soil Conservation Committee formed 

▪ Primary emphasis on controlling soil erosion on farmland  

▪ 1976 expansion to include Soil Erosion and Sediment Control 
program (aka Chapter 251)

▪ Primary emphasis on controlling soil erosion on 
construction activities





Definitions

• Disturbance
- Any activity involving the clearing, excavating, storing, grading, filling or transporting of 

soil or any other activity which causes soil to be exposed to the danger of erosion.

• Project
– Any disturbance 5,000 square feet or greater of the surface area of land for 

construction, demolition, mining, quarrying, clearing or grading other than for 
agricultural/horticultural purposes.  



2021 fiscal year

– 5,900 new applications for construction on 11,800 
acres.

– SCD staff conducted 52,000 site inspections and 
issued 6,800 compliance certificates for new 
buildings. 

– Districts assist in administering the DEP 
stormwater construction general 5G3 permit



10 Vegetative Standards
25 Engineering Standards
11 Technical Appendices
6 Engineering Bulletins

2 Vegetative Standards
• Mulch Only
• Temporary Vegetation

5 Engineering Standards
• Dust Control
• Sediment Barrier
• Stabilized Construction Access
• Storm Sewer Inlet Protection
• Traffic Control

Standards for SESC 









Issues

• No authority to limit disturbance areas

• NJDOT maintains independent authorities

• DEP concerns on the use of PAM products


